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Kids First Chicago Commends CPS’ Transparency and Robust Community Outreach Campaign 

Following Release of New District Analysis Report 
  

After Participating in More Than One-Hundred Community Meetings with District Leaders to Share Unprecedented 
Amount of Data About Chicago Schools, Kids First Chicago Commends Dr. Janice K. Jackson, Chicago Public 

Schools Chief Executive Officer, for Demonstrating the Leadership and Transparency Necessary to Continue to 
Improve Schools for Chicago Families 

  
 
Chicago, IL – Following the release of the latest data on Chicago’s public schools, Kids First Chicago 
(K1C)—formerly New Schools for Chicago—announced its full support of Chicago Public Schools today for its 
transparency, leadership and commitment to ensuring every family and child has access to a high-quality 
school. Over the last 10 months, K1C helped the district design the Annual Regional Analysis (ARA), a new report 
comprised of publicly available data in a more connected and easily digestible format that includes maps, 
graphs and key performance metrics. This easy-to-access collection of data is meant to serve as a universal 
fact-base so that community leaders, policymakers, parents, and educators will have access to the same 
information CPS utilizes and be better equipped in their own efforts to support Chicago families. Over the last 
several months, K1C has participated in more than 100 meetings with both communities and civic leaders to 
explain the information provided, highlight key findings, and begin discussions with community leaders and 
education advocates on ways they might utilize the data for their own work throughout the city. 
  
“We cannot improve schools if we don’t all have the same facts on school performance and access driving our 
collective efforts,” said Daniel Anello, CEO Of Kids First Chicago. “Positive change starts with transparency and a 
willingness to look at both our schools’ significant progress as well as where we still have room to improve, and 
that is exactly what the District has provided with the ARA. By aggressively sharing these data with communities 
throughout the city, the District is standing by their commitments to enhance transparency, listen to community 
members, and find new solutions that come directly from our neighborhoods. As we consider the tremendous 
progress, we also know there is much more to do to help ensure that every student is attending a quality school 
in Chicago. We don’t believe that can be accomplished without giving communities a voice in that process, and 
commend CPS for taking a major step in providing the data to make that possible.” 
  
The ARA, which covers school quality, enrollment and choice patterns, and program availability, was designed in 
a format that will help community leaders and Chicagoans see areas of strength and those that need 
improvement, and to spur discussion with the district about real solutions that can be implemented in a timely 
fashion. The ARA looks at the city comprehensively, as well as breaking the data into sixteen geographic regions 
developed through the research of the Metropolitan Planning Council, LISC, the Chicago Community Trust, and 
the City. While the majority of the information in the report is already publicly available, the ARA compiles those 
data making it easier to understand, make logical connections, and discuss solutions. 
  
Already, several potential opportunities have emerged from community meetings and are being developed, 
including: 
  

● Efforts to improve awareness of available high-quality seats in every neighborhood 
● Helping parents transition from pre-school to Kindergarten 
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● Bringing new programming to schools and regions that currently do not offer it 
  
Nashone Adams-Greer, who runs Little Angels preschool and attended a community meeting in Englewood, 
stated, “When you look at the data, you see there are high quality elementary seats available, yet parents are 
unaware and are sending their kids to schools out of their region. We can do a better job of helping parents find 
high-quality elementary schools for their rising Kindergarteners and thanks to the transparency of the district 
and community meetings being organized, that is exactly what we are going to work together to do.” 
 
“As a life-long Chicagoan who cares deeply about our city and its future, I am extremely proud of the way CPS is 
reaching out to us in the community for smart solutions for our students,” added Al Green, Salvation Army 
Community Center Director/Programs Supervisor. The District can do a lot, but it can’t do everything, and by 
partnering with community leaders like me, together we can enroll more students in high quality schools and 
provide them with the kind of support they need to succeed. By supporting students through things like 
mentorship and providing safe environments for after school activities, together we can – and will – make sure 
these students overcome some very challenging circumstances.” 
 
"I’ve spent my life fighting for a better Chicago, and I am proud of the way the district’s new leadership team is 
proposing to build on what has started – by opening up the books and seeing where things need to change and 
then partnering with people on the ground who know their communities best on smart solutions,” said 
community activist Ronald Lawless. We see from the data that there are a lot of high-quality seats that are 
unfilled here in the West Side of Chicago, and I and others are working together to make sure parents are aware 
and how they can get their children into those seats. This comes down to community-level discussions, and I am 
grateful that the district understands that and wants to work together with people like me and others in 
communities around Chicago who have the ability to convene large groups of parents and get them the very 
helpful information that the district is providing. Together we can improve these enrollment challenges and help 
ensure every child has a quality education in Chicago." 
 
“The District should be commended for sharing the ARA data with the community and for acknowledging that 
we all have work to do together to ensure students all over Chicago have the same access to high quality 
schools,” said community activist Tawana Harris. “Right now, my son travels outside of the neighborhood for 
high school, which means he has to wake up earlier and come home later. We deserve to have the same 
excellent programming as other parts of the city right here in Austin and based on the recent meeting I attended 
on the West Side, I am optimistic that the District is listening and open to finding new, creative ways to bring the 
programming we need to our neighborhood schools.” 
 
“While there are some encouraging findings in the report, we have a lot of work to do to ensure every student is 
in a high-quality learning environment,” added Anello. “We are encouraged that community leaders and 
educators are joining our solutions-oriented approach to these district meetings and are optimistic that working 
together, we will be catalysts for continued progress.” 
 
To view the ARA, visit https://cps.edu/SchoolData or https://kidsfirstchicago.org/ara. 
 
ABOUT KIDS FIRST CHICAGO 
Kids First Chicago (K1C), formerly New Schools for Chicago, is an education non-profit that works to ensure that 
every family and child in Chicago has access to a high-quality school. Their work focuses on three areas: 1) 
empowering parents to identify, navigate, and advocate for quality public schools for their kids; 2) with parents’ 
help, shaping education policy to better support families; and 3) improving middle performing schools, creating 
better opportunities for kids across the district. 
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