
 

Kids First Chicago is committed to putting kids first as we strive 
to create a world-class system of schools that serves every 
Chicago family and child transparently and equitably. Part of our 
promise to kids is a commitment to deep analysis of school 
quality, performance, and choice across the district.  
 
As we gain deeper insights into district performance, our 
understanding and definition of a world-class school evolves.  



 
In a Chicago, where every child in every community has access to a 
world-class education—the kind that opens the doors to new 
opportunities in college, career, and life. These exceptional schools 
offer an array of unique and innovative programming, and 100 % of our 
students not only graduate, but graduate with the skills to shape our 
city and the world for the better.   

 
In 2000, only 1 out of 2 students graduated from Chicago Public 
Schools—a disabling fact that had been true for nearly a century.   
 
At the time, Kids First Chicago, with the support of private sector and 
city leaders, dared to imagine a Chicago where 4 out of 5 kids 
graduated—an impossible feat that was met with skepticism.   
 
After 15 years, and an investment of $100 million in contribu ted funds—
we supported 81 schools, unique school leadership models, and high -
quality opportunities for nearly 65,000 students—together, we achieved 
the “impossible.”  
 
We’ve created a new system of school options for families and created 
better ways to measure progress. Graduation rates are at an all -time 
high. Yet, there is more to do. We still have 50,000 students who don’t 
have access to those high-quality options, and many of our highest 
achieving schools remain a step away from world -class.  
 
We won’t rest until every Chicago child has access to a high -quality 
school. 
 
 
We believe that, together, we can create a system where every kid 
defies gravity—a system that ensures equitable access to quality, 
funding, and transparent information in all communities —a system that 
can change the world.  
 
STRONGER EDUCATION. STRONGER CHICAGO . 

 

 

Daniel Anello 
Chief Executive Officer, Kids First Chicago 



World-class schools prepare students for success in life. In elementary schools, 
this means students are well-prepared for high school. In high schools, this 
means students are ready for the post-secondary path of their choice—either 
college or career. Our working definitions of World-Class intentionally focus on 
student learning outcomes, recognizing that high-performing schools may have 
different models or instructional approaches and that, ultimately, long-term 
results are what matter.  
 
In an urban setting, a World-class school can create a learning environment 
where students are consistently achieving at the highest levels compared to 
their peers nationally (and thus competitive globally) regardless of their ingoing 
preparation. This definition also necessitates that World-class schools are 
nonselective and open enrollment. Schools with affluent or already high-
achieving students may be able to achieve world-class outcomes, but a World-
class school in the Chicago school district – where the overwhelming student 
population is low-income – is one that can elevate any student to those levels of 
achievement.  
 
We fully acknowledge that there are many nuances that could be considered in 
developing this definition, such as access to rigorous coursework, delivering 
results for sub-populations of students, development of social-emotional skills, 
school culture or access to extra-curricular activities and programming. There 
are also limitations in the metrics available that measure student learning. We 
believe the definitions proposed below, which strike a balance of being data-
driven, focused on student outcomes and easy to grasp, will serve us well in 
understanding our current situation and shaping the path forward.  
 

 



 

HONORABLE MENTION 
 

NEAR WORLD-CLASS 
 

WORLD-CLASS 

• Open enrollment 
• Above 50th percentile for 

reading and math 
attainment for 8th grade (or 
the final grade in a school), 
for both of the last two years  

• Has the greatest differences 
between average reading 
and math attainment levels 
in 2nd grade (or the first 
tested grade in a school) for 
the last four years and 
average attainment levels in 
8th grade (or the final grade 
in a school) for the last four 
years as measured by one 
standard deviation above 
the mean 

 

 • Open enrollment 
• 75th percentile for reading 

and math attainment for 8th 
grade (or the final grade in a 
school), for both of the last 
two years  

• 75th percentile for reading 
and math growth for all tested 
grade levels, for both of the 
last two years 

 

•  • Open enrollment 
• 90th percentile for 

reading and math 
attainment for 8th grade 
(or the final grade in a 
school), for both of the 
last two years 

• 50th percentile for 
reading and math growth 
for all tested grade 
levels, for both of the 
last two years 

 

 
 
 
Our criteria for a World-Class and Near World-Class 
elementary school revolve around a school’s attainment 
and growth, measured by the school’s national 
percentile on the NWEA (Northwest Evaluation 
Association)’s Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
assessment. While we believe that growth is an 
important measure for annual school accountability 
purposes, we also know that in the long run, attainment 
is crucial – what students know, their skills, and whether 
they are performing at grade level relative to their peers 
nationwide. We also believe consistency is important in 
considering school performance. These philosophies 
are reflected in the thresholds we’ve defined and the 
use of the past two years of NWEA data.  
 
For a school to be considered World-class, it must be in 
the 90th percentile in attainment for both reading and 
math, for both of the past two years, and in the 50th 
percentile in growth for reading and math for the past 
two years. This means that a World-class school is 
significantly outperforming its peers nationally on 
absolute attainment and not losing any ground year-

over-year. Based on the most recent data, CPS has 33 
World-class open enrollment schools. 
 
To be considered Near World-class, schools must be in 
the 75th percentile in attainment for both reading and 
math for the past two years, and in the 75th percentile in 
growth for both reading and math for the past two 
years. A Near World-class school is therefore in the 
upper quartile of national attainment and is growing its 
students at a significant rate. Based on the most recent 
data, CPS has 16 Near World-class open enrollment 
schools. 
 
Recognizing the student population that many urban 
schools serve, schools with students in the primary 
grades with low levels of attainment and students who 
finish elementary school at and above grade level (50th 
percentile attainment) should receive recognition. 
Schools that have the largest spread in attainment 
levels across 2nd and 8th grade (as described above) are 
considered Honorable Mention schools. Based on the 
most recent data, CPS has 22 Honorable Mention open 
enrollment schools. 

 
  



To see how schools, fall on these dimensions, we have plotted each school by its student attainment (x-axis) and student 
growth (y-axis) for the last school year.  
 
Stars denote World-class schools; diamonds are Near World-class; and squares are Honorable Mentions. Schools that do 
not fall into any category are circles. Additionally, a school’s color is based on its SQRP level for the 2017-2018 school year, 
according to the legend below. 

 
 
 
 

CPS elementary schools (465 schools)

   



CPS elementary schools in the Bronzeville / South Lakefront region 

 
 
We have combined math and reading results to simplify the visualization - a school’s x-axis value is the average of its 2017 
reading and math percentiles for the last grade attainment, and the y-axis value is the average of its 2017 reading and math 
growth. Thus, a school may appear on the scatterplot as passing the World-class attainment and growth thresholds, 
leading one to presume it is a World-class school; however, it may have failed to meet the threshold in one subject or in 
2016, and thus it does not actually qualify. 
 
  



All schools are plotted (not just open enrollment schools), but those with an asterisk after their labels are selective schools. 
For elementary schools, “selective” refers to schools that have admissions criteria for the entire school - Classical schools 
or Regional Gifted Centers without attendance boundaries.  
 

CPS elementary schools in the Greater Lincoln Park region 

 
For example, Skinner North in the Greater Lincoln Park region is a Classical school.  
 

 
  



 

 

HONORABLE MENTION 
 

NEAR WORLD-CLASS 
 

WORLD-CLASS 

• Open enrollment 
• 90th percentile in growth 

from 8th grade NWEA to 
11th grade SAT 

 

 • Open enrollment 
• At least 90% graduation 

rate 
• At least 60% college 

readiness benchmark rate 
(SAT) 

 

•  • Open enrollment 
• At least 90% 

graduation rate 
• At least 75% college 

readiness benchmark 
rate (SAT) 

 
 
For high schools, our definitions for World-Class and 
Near World-Class revolve around graduation rate and 
college readiness rate, as an indicator of preparedness 
for any post-secondary path. Among CPS high schools, 
the average graduation rate is 78% and the average 
college readiness rate is 38%. A school’s college 
readiness rate is the percentage of its students who are 
deemed ready for college or a career based on their SAT 
score.  
 
According to the College Board, meeting this benchmark 
indicates a 75% chance that a student will receive a C or 
higher in a first-semester college course. Moreover, 
there are numerous research studies that demonstrate 
that a college-ready student is also career ready, should 
they not enroll in a post-secondary program but join the 
workforce (hence our rationale for using college-ready 
measures and not college enrollment, persistence, or 
completion). 46% of students in the class of 2017 who 
took the SAT nationally met or exceeded the 
benchmark. While the college success metrics are not 
included in the definition, we have included them in the 
visualization (see below) and plan to check against those 
metrics to ensure the connection of SAT score to college 
success is holding true for those that choose a post-
secondary path. 
 
For a school to be considered World-class, it must have 
at least a 90% graduation rate and a 75% college 
readiness rate. To be considered Near World-class, a 
school must have at least a 90% graduation rate as well, 
and a 60% college readiness rate. Note that we only use 
one year of data here. This is because these rates are 
relatively cumulative, representing a school’s 
environment over the four or five years that students are 
in school, and should not fluctuate year-to-year as 
intensely as NWEA growth might for an elementary 
school. Based on the most recent data, CPS has World-

                                                           
1 
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2013/article/pdf/occupat
ional-employment-projections-to-2022.pdf 

class and Near World-class schools if selective 
enrollment schools are considered, however, the district 
does not yet have World-class or Near World-class open 
enrollment schools. 
 
Schools that have not yet reached the high levels of 
student outcomes for world-class and near world-class, 
but have high levels of student growth are recognized as 
Honorable Mention schools. These schools score at or 
above the 90th percentile in growth from 8th grade 
NWEA to 11th grade SAT. 
 
There are two additional measures important to 
understanding high school quality. These are a high 
school’s college enrollment rate (the percentage of 
graduating students who enroll in college) and college 
persistence rate (the percentage of those college 
enrolled-students who return for the second year of 
college). For reference, the average college enrollment 
rate for CPS high schools is 62%, and the average 
college persistence rate is 65%.  
 
The combination of high school graduation rate 
multiplied by the college enrollment and college 
persistence rates yields the percentage of students who 
will likely have post-secondary credentials (making it 
through one year of college is a strong indicator that a 
student will persist through the entirety of college and 
graduate). For example, for an average CPS high school 
with a 74% graduation rate, 62% college enrollment rate 
and 65% college persistence rate, roughly 30% of 
students will likely have post-secondary credentials. 
This is directional and likely to be an overestimate as 
students who persist may not complete. Estimates for 
share of jobs that require post-secondary vary widely1, 
but this data view allows us to understand whether high 
schools are preparing students for future employment. 

https://cew.georgetown.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2014/11/Recovery2020.ES_.Web_.pdf 
 

https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2013/article/pdf/occupational-employment-projections-to-2022.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2013/article/pdf/occupational-employment-projections-to-2022.pdf
https://cew.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Recovery2020.ES_.Web_.pdf
https://cew.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Recovery2020.ES_.Web_.pdf


 

 
To display which schools meet which criteria, we have plotted each school by its graduation rate (x-axis) and college 
readiness rate (y-axis). Dashed lines represent the thresholds that define each category of school. A school’s color is based 
on its SQRP level for the 2017-2018 school year according to the following legend: 
 

 
 
 
 
The combined college enrollment and persistence measure is displayed in the graph in the form of a pie chart. Each school 
is plotted as a large, color-coded circle. The darker shaded part of the circle represents this percentage – the percentage 
of graduating students who persist through college. Thus, a school that is displayed as a dark green pie chart, with half of 
the circle shaded in, represents a Level 1+ school where half of the graduating students persist through the first year of 
college and enroll in their second year.  
 
 

CPS high schools (101 schools) 

 
 

This graph does not include selective enrollment schools. 
 
  



CPS high schools in the Bronzeville / South Lakefront region 

 
This graph shows all high schools in the Bronzeville/South Lakefront region, including selective enrollment schools. 
 
All schools are plotted for this region, not just open enrollment schools; however, selective schools (those that have 
admissions criteria for the entire school) have an asterisk after their labels (for example, Bronzeville High School and King 
High School). Honorable Mention schools are underlined.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CPS high schools in the Greater Milwaukee Avenue region 



 
Noble – Noble HS, Noble – Rauner HS, and Noble – Golder HS are underlined, as they are Honorable Mention schools. 


